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Handling other files in VBA macros
.

➢ As a programmer, you’re likely to come across many situations where other files need to be 

opened for reading, writing, or appending data. A macro can help you easily handle these files, 

and the Open method is your ticket.

➢ VBA offers simple method to open and work on files. This permits a user to either read or write 

— or do both — after opening the file.



Handling other files in VBA macros
.

Syntax: Open <path name> For <mode> As <FiTenumber>

Explaining the above parameters:

<path name> : A mandatory field. It is the name of the file along with details of its extension, drive 

and directory.

<mode> : This is a mandatory field. It can be any of the five options below:

Append: The application writes data to the end of the file.

Binary: The data in the file can be read and written in bytes. Using bytes means that the data 

can be any type.

Output: The application writes data to the file. Any existing data in the file are deleted when the 

file is opened.

Input: The application reads data from a file.

Random – This is the default mode.

Filenumber: The FiTenumber is also called file handle and can range from 1 to 511 inclusive. This 

enables hundreds of different files to be open at the same time, all with unique identification 

numbers. File handles can be specified explicitly, like this: 

Note: Opening a file in Output mode deletes all the data from the file, whereas opening a file in Append mode 

preserves any data already in the file.



Example 1: Just open a file
➢ This is a simple program which simply opens an Excel file.



Example 2
.

Open an Excel workbook in “read only” mode and try to write to it



Example 3
.

Open a text file and read its 

contents using the Open 

function and file number



Example 5
.

In this example, we will add additional text to the end of an existing text file that already has 

some data.
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